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The mission of the Forest 
Service is to sustain the 
health, diversity, and 
productivity of the nation’s 
forests and grasslands to 
meet the needs of present 
and future generations.
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National Goals:
1. Sustain Our Nation’s Forests and Grasslands. 
2. Deliver Benefits to the Public. 
3. Apply Knowledge Globally. 
4. Excel as a High Performing Agency.

Regional Focus Areas
1. Organization
2. Restoration
3. Infrastructure
4. Partnership
5. Climate Change
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~193,000,000 ac





~5,500,000 ac



Dall sheep are found in the Kenai and 
Chugach Mountains of the CNF, 
which represents the southern-most 
range of the species.
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Habitat management
People management
Species and population management 

State vs. Federal Roles
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Maintain and enhance:
• Connectivity
• Distribution and abundance of forage 
• Predator avoidance/escape 
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Identification and 
buffering of 
priority sheep 
habitats may be a 
more manageable 
approach to 
conserving 
sustainable sheep 
populations. 
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The 2002 Chugach Forest Plan (USDA, 
2002a) includes two guidelines 
intended to minimize human activities 
near important Dall sheep wintering 
and lambing habitat: 
1. “Locate concentrated human 

activities away from important 
wintering, kidding and lambing 
habitat…a minimum one mile 
avoidance distance is 
recommended.” 

2. “Maintain a minimum landing 
distance of 0.5 mile from observed 
goats and sheep…and a 1,500 
foot vertical distance while flying.” 
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• Draft Guideline: To avoid the adverse 
impact of human disturbance on 
mountain goats and Dall sheep, 
management actions should be 
designed to minimize the long term 
human activities near locations of 
important wintering, kidding, and 
lambing habitat. 

• Draft Guideline: Forest Service 
permitted or approved activities, such 
as, but not limited to, aircraft flights 
(fixed wing and helicopter) or heli-
skiing, should have a minimum landing 
distance of one-half mile from all 
observed mountain goats or Dall sheep. 
Flying aircraft should maintain a 1,500-
foot minimum vertical distance from all 
observed goats or sheep.
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For Dall Sheep:
 No Federal Subsistence Priority 
 No Federal Open Season
 Could change if appropriate request brought 

forward

In Alaska, customary and 
traditional uses of fish 
and game populations 
are protected by state 
law, and the Board of 
Fisheries and Board of 
Game must provide for 
those uses first before 
providing for commercial 
or recreational uses.
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Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game has restricted using
domestic goats or domestic sheep as 
pack animals while hunting sheep, 
mountain goat, or muskox.
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The restriction does not apply to 
recreational use. Forest Service 
management could help prevent 
exposure by building in restrictions 
related to the use of pack animals 
within the national forest.




