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Wild Sheep Foundation, Inc. 

 Hunting Awards & Criteria 
Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to define the Wild Sheep Foundation (WSF) Hunting Awards program.   This document is organized as follows:

· Objectives
· Administration
· General Requirements
· North America Hunting Awards
· International Hunting Awards
Objectives

The program is consistent with the WSF Mission Statement and re-enforces the values contained therein. The program is designed to:
· Recognize the hunting accomplishments of our members 
· Promote ethical hunting and respect for wildlife and nature
· Promote hunting as a key element in conservation
· Entice members to participate more in WSF activities 
· Entice non-members to join WSF – special focus on the younger generation
· Enhance WSF status in the conservation and hunting communities
Administration

The WSF Hunting Awards Committee, which includes a WSF Awards Coordinator, administers this program.   

General Requirements

Award Entries

Entries for any award which involves harvesting animals should be submitted using the WSF Hunting Report form included in this package. At a minimum, the hunter must sign a statement that indicates the animal was taken free range, ethically, and legally.  A photograph is required, preferably a field photograph.

Species

Animals considered for the awards can be found on the WSF endorsed list of Caprinae animals – the CIC Phenotype List Caprinae©. This list has been developed by and is the property of the International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation (CIC). WSF, through formal agreement with CIC, has been given approval to use this comprehensive list.  Hunters from different areas use a variety of colloquial names for the species and subspecies identified as phenotypes in the CIC Phenotype List Caprinae©. Furthermore, there are incidents of successful introductions, for instance the Alpine Chamois and Tahr in New Zealand and the Aoudad in Spain and southwestern United States. In many places these introduced animals now exist in numbers which can be sustainably hunted. Many hunting communities include local variations as additional categories and/or as different animals for award purposes. In order to make the user of the CIC list aware of different colloquial names and local considerations, we have included these as “aka” (also known as) in the CIC list.

Avadavat

To ensure the integrity of the Hunting Awards Program verification of compliance with the award criteria for all winners will be required.  All individual hunting award winners are required to sign an avadavat verifying the animals harvested were taken legally, ethically, and in a free range environment.  In addition, the winner verifies that he/she has not been convicted of a serious game/fish violation in the past three years and is not currently under investigation for an alleged violation.  Reference Exhibit “A” for sample avadavat.  The WSF Hunting Awards Committee will verify the winners of the International Guide and International Outfitter of the Year.  The Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame has a specific avadavat associated with the nomination/selection process. 
North America Hunting Awards
The North America Hunting awards are:

· Four North American Sheep (FNAWS)

· Four North American Sheep (FNAWS) Award of Excellence
· RAM

· RAM Award of Excellence

· Youth

· Youth Award of Excellence

Four North American Wild Sheep (FNAWS)
Purpose

The FNAWS award recognizes those members who have harvested the four North American Wild Sheep.  Completion of a FNAWS is one of the most sought after accomplishments for North American sheep hunters and a FNAWS is highly respected throughout the hunting community.

Criteria 

To qualify for a FNAWS a member must have legally and ethically harvested all four sheep in a free range environment.  The four North American sheep are: 

· Dall’s
· Stone’s Sheep (or Fannin)
· Rocky Mountain Bighorn (or California Bighorn)
· Desert Bighorn
Nomination Process

Each sheep harvested must be recorded with WSF using the WSF Hunt Report Form. 

Selection Process

The WSF Award coordinator will verify WSF Hunts Reports have been received for all four sheep and will verify each sheep was taken legally, ethically, and in a free range environment.
Nomination/Selection Timeline

Submissions are due by December 1st and the selection of a winner(s) is due December 15th.

Awards of Excellence

FNAWS Awards of Excellence are given members who have completed a FNAWS and all four sheep are either B&C or P&Y animals. 

Ram Awards

Purpose

The Ram Awards recognize outstanding North American sheep harvested by WSF members in the previous hunting season. Gold, Silver, and Bronze awards will be given for each sheep in both the Rifle and Archery categories. Sheep submitted that meet the minimum score, but are not in the top three will receive Honorable Mention. 

Criteria

Two types of awards are presented; Rifle and Archery. To qualify for Rifle, rams must meet or exceed the minimum Boone and Crockett (B&C) Awards Book score. To qualify for Archery, rams must meet or exceed the minimum Pope and Young (P&Y) score. The sheep recognized and associated minimum scores are as follows:

Sheep



Rifle Minimum
Archery Minimum


Dall’s




160


120

Stone’s Sheep



160


120

Rocky Mountain Bighorn

175


140

Desert Bighorn


165


120
California Bighorn


165


140

Note: California Bighorns are not recognized by either B&C or P&Y, therefore the WSF Hunting Awards committee sets the minimums annually.

Rules and Regulations are:

· Only official 60-day dry scores will be considered. Green Scores will not be accepted.
· Rams taken after July 1st of the previous year through September 30th of the current year will be eligible for the Ram Award Program. The absolute deadline for the Convention will be December 1st.  *Rams that have already received a WSF award will not be eligible. 
· An official Boone & Crockett Scorer must score rams taken by a firearm and the entry must be on an official B&C score sheet. 
· An official Pope & Young Scorer must score rams taken by archery and the entry must be on an official P&Y score sheet. 
· A photograph of the sheep (acceptable for public viewing) must accompany an official B&C or P&Y score sheet. 
· All entries must have the name of the outfitters and guides if they were used. Hunters entering MUST be a MEMBER in good standing of WSF PRIOR to the hunt.
· California bighorn sheep must have certification from the Fish and Game Department that identifies the ram as a “California Bighorn.”

Nomination Process

Each sheep harvested must be recorded with WSF using the WSF Hunt Report Form and must include the required paperwork and photos specified above. 
Selection Process

The WSF Award coordinator will verify WSF Hunts Report and required paperwork and photos have been received and will verify the sheep meets the Ram award criteria and was taken legally, ethically, and in a free range environment.

Nomination/Selection Timeline

Submissions are due by December 1st and the selection of a winner(s) is due December 15th.

Awards of Excellence

Ram Awards of Excellence are given to the largest sheep harvested in each category, provided the sheep falls within the Top Ten. 

Youth Awards 

Purpose

Youth awards recognize the WSF members under 18 years of age who have legally and ethically harvested North American Sheep in a free range environment.

Criteria

The criteria is the same as the Ram awards except there are no minimums and an official score sheet is not required.  Note: a score sheet is required, but it does not have to be official.  
Nomination Process

The nomination process is the same as the Ram Awards.
Selection Process

The WSF Award coordinator will verify WSF Hunts Report and required paperwork and photos have been received and will verify the sheep meets the Youth award criteria and was taken legally, ethically, and in a free range environment.

Nomination/Selection Timeline

Submissions are due by December 1st and the selection of a winner(s) is due December 15th.

Awards of Excellence

Youth Awards of Excellence are given Youth award winners who have harvested a B&C or P&Y animal.  To be considered for the award an official score sheet must be submitted.

International Hunting Awards

The International Hunting Awards are:
· Mountain Monarchs

· Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame

Mountain Monarchs

Purpose

These awards are intended to recognize outstanding international trophies harvested by our members during the previous hunting season.  The WSF endorsed CIC Phenotype List Caprinae© has been categorized into the following phenotypes: 

a. Argali

b. Mouflons

c. Urials 
d. Mouflon & Urial Hybrids

e. North American Thin & Bighorn Sheep

f. Northeastern Asian Thinhorn Sheep

g. Pseudo Sheep

h. Wild Goats

i. Markhors

j. Ibex & Relatives

k. Serows

l. Gorals

m. Mountain Goats

n. Chamois

o. Tahrs

p. Takins

q. Musk Ox

r. Chiru

Gold, Silver, Bronze & Honorable Mention Awards will be given, if applicable, for each category. Trophy owners can also apply for the CIC international award certificate and medal (subject to the regulations of the CIC - www.cic-wildlife.org).
Criteria

These awards will only be given for outstanding trophies.  The International Awards Committee will, on a yearly basis, determine the minimum sizes to be considered.   In general, an animal must be in the top 20% of animals harvested to be considered.  If, in a given year, no animals of a category fall in the top 20% - no awards in that category will be given.  In addition, the number of Honorable Mentions will be limited.  In general, no more than three (3) honorable mentions per category will be awarded.

Nomination Process

To be considered for a Mountain Monarch award, some form of a score sheet and a WSF Hunt Report Form must be provided, as well as, a photograph or photographs which clearly show the size of the animal.  For this award, WSF will accept various scoring systems, but at a minimum the length and four circumference measurements of each horn must be provided for sheep and the length and base circumference of each horn must be provided for other species.  The score must be certified by the hunter’s signature; it is desirable that an official measurer also certify the score.
The deadline for submittal is December 1st.  To qualify the animal must have been scored within 12 months of the deadline and the animal must have been taken within 18 months of the deadline.  This timing allows for some delay after harvesting the animal to obtain a proper measurement. 

Selection Process
The WSF Award coordinator will verify WSF Hunts Report and required paperwork and photos have been received and will verify the animal was taken legally, ethically, and in a free range environment.  The WSF Awards Committee will categorize the animals into phenotypes and will rank order the animals within each phenotype.  Typically this rank order is done based on the animal’s position in the record book(s).  For example, a Rocky Mountain Bighorn who is number 10 in the record book will rank lower than a Desert Bighorn who ranks 5 in the record book.

Nomination/Selection Timeline

Nominations are due by December 1st and the selection of the winners is due December 15th.

Awards of Excellence 

As part of the Mountain Monarch Awards, any Caprinae taken that is truly exceptional, may qualify for a Mountain Monarch Award of Excellence.  Typically these animals fall in the Top Ten of the record books.
Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame

Purpose

The Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame Award is WSF’s most prestigious award.  The award is reserved for those select few who are recognized as icons in the sheep hunting community.  

Criteria

To be considered for the award, a member must:

· Be an accomplished mountain hunter. 
· Have demonstrated the highest ethical standards.
· Have contributed significantly to WSF, hunting, and/or conservation.
· Have a sterling reputation within the hunting community.
Nomination Process

The International Awards Committee will solicit candidates from the Board of Directors, previous Hall of Fame winners, and ad-hoc WSF members.  Any WSF member can nominate a candidate.

Selection Process

This award will only be given if warranted.  In general, one award will be given yearly, however there is no limit on a yearly basis.  Determination of the number of awards is at the WSF Board of Directors discretion.  No standing members of the Board of Directors or International Awards Committee will be considered for this award.

The International Awards Committee screens the nominations and then the International Awards Committee and the previous winners select the winner.
Nomination/Selection Timeline

The nomination/selection process and timelines associated with this award are as follows.
· June: The International Awards Committee will solicit candidates from the Board of Directors, previous Hall of Fame winners, and ad-hoc WSF members.  Any WSF member can nominate a candidate.
· July/August: The International Awards Committee will screen the list to a reasonable number, usually no more than 5.  The final candidates will then be contacted and informed they are being considered for the award.  Each candidate will be asked to: 
· Update their hunting records with WSF
· Affirm animals harvested were taken in an ethical manner – see attached Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame Code of Ethics. 
· Identify contributions and/or service to WSF, hunting, and/or conservation
· Provide a short biography of his/her mountain (Caprinae) hunting experience
·  September:  The International Awards Committee will collate and summarize the inputs, prepare a ballot, and then distribute the ballot to each member of the Committee and each previous Hall of Fame winner.  Each member of the Committee  and each previous Hall of Fame winner can provide a number 1 and number 2 choices.
· October: The International Awards Committee will tally the votes and submit the final recommendation(s) to the Board of Directors for approval.  
· November:  Candidates will be contacted by the Chairman informing each of the final selection(s)
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FNAWS AWARD

2015 Reno Convention 

Recipient: (NAME HERE)

As a recipient of a prestigious FNAWS Award, your signature is requested below to validate the authenticity of your hunt(s) and to certify that you have hunted in a legal and ethical manner.  

The Foundation strives to maintain the highest level of integrity for all its awards.  Hunting Awards are only given for truly outstanding accomplishments and are only given to those who have demonstrated a commitment to the Foundation’s Values.  Specifically the values of “Hunting Ethics, Respect for Wildlife, Integrity, and Honesty.”  Recipients of WSF Awards are Icons of the Foundation and it is important to ensure they truly deserve this recognition.  

I certify that:

I.
The animal(s) submitted for the award was harvested in a “Free Range” environment and was harvested legally and ethically in accordance with the hunting, weapon, and game laws of the state, province, and/or country hunted. 

II.
No hunting was conducted with or from the use of any type of motorized vehicle, nor was motorized vehicles utilized by any others for the purpose of driving or herding animals.

lll.
No animal(s) were hunted at night or with the use of artificial lighting.

IV
I have abided by the export and import laws of both the exporting and importing counties. 

V
I have not been convicted of any fish, game or wildlife conservation violations which resulted in suspension or revocation of my hunting privileges in the past 3 years and I am not currently under investigation for a fish, game or wildlife violation. 

In signing this statement, I understand that if the information that I have provided is determined to be fraudulent or has been misrepresented, then the award so provided me may be forfeited at the request of the Wild Sheep Foundation.

Signature of Hunter: ______________________________Date:___________________


Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame

Code of Ethics 

Recipient: (NAME HERE)

As a candidate for the prestigious Mountain Hunter Hall of Fame Award, your signature is requested below to validate the authenticity of your hunt(s) and to certify that you have hunted in a legal and ethical manner.  

The Foundation strives to maintain the highest level of integrity for all its awards.  Hunting Awards are only given for truly outstanding accomplishments and are only given to those who have demonstrated a commitment to the Foundation’s Values.  Specifically the values of “Hunting Ethics, Respect for Wildlife, Integrity, and Honesty.”  Recipients of WSF Awards are Icons of the Foundation and it is important to ensure they truly deserve this recognition.
I certify the following:

1. Animals were harvested by myself; found, bought, or replaced horns are prohibited.
2. Animals were harvested in a free range environment; game ranch or fenced animals are prohibited.
3. Animals were harvested and transported in a legal manner including relevant import/exports laws.
4. Except for transport to and from the hunting areas, aircraft (including helicopters) were not used in the hunts.  In areas where flying and hunting on the same day is legal, it is acceptable to harvest an animal on the same day as flying, as long as, the aircraft was not used to find the animal and position the hunter to harvest it.

5. Animals were not driven (herded) to the hunter using any motorized vehicle.   Animals driven by humans will be allowed, but is not advocated.  The hunter is requested to identify these animals and provide a brief description of the circumstances.  
6. Animals harvested were mature rams - representative of the species.  The taking of immature rams or ewes to get another species is not advocated.
7. I have not been convicted of any fish, game or wildlife conservation violations which resulted in suspension or revocation of my hunting privileges in the past 3 years and I am not currently under investigation for a fish, game or wildlife violation.   

In signing this statement, I understand that if the information that I have provided is determined to be fraudulent or has been misrepresented, then the award so provided me may be forfeited at the request of the Wild Sheep Foundation.

Signature of Hunter: ______________________________Date:___________________

Wild Sheep Foundation, Inc.
Hunting Awards & Criteria

Adopted: 04/07/2016
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