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ounded in 1977 as the Foundation for North
American Wild Sheep (FNAWS), today the Wild
Sheep Foundation (WSF) is THE conservation
organization dedicated to restoring wild sheep
populations that dwindled to historical lows
in North America in the 1950s and ‘60s. With
private funding from its generous members and
proceeds from an annual convention known as
“The Sheep Show®,” the Wild Sheep Foundation
and its Chapters and Affiliates actively fund
initiatives throughout North America and
beyond to accomplish its mission and purpose.
WSF’s overarching strategic goal is to ensure
that mountain ungulate populations and their
habitats worldwide are effectively managed,
accessible, utilized and supported by interested
stakeholders.
The Wild Sheep Foundation has raised and
directed more than $115 million “To Put and
Keep Wild Sheep on the Mountain®” – with
more than $50 million raised and directed to
agencies from special permits and tags alone.
This funding has been used to support wild sheep

transplants, telemetry studies, research, habitat
enhancements (e.g., prescribed burning, water
development, noxious weed control), predator
management, education and a host of related
programs. Trap and transplants conducted westwide initially brought bighorn sheep from Alberta
and British Columbia to western states resulting
in a modern day wildlife success story. Since
1922, more than 22,000 wild sheep have been
transplanted in over 1,500 discrete operations,
in 15 states and two provinces. Rocky Mountain,
California and desert bighorn sheep numbering
~25,000 in the 1950s have been expanded threefold to more than 85,000 today.
This conservation success is a credit to the more
than 12,000 WSF, Chapter and Affiliate members
worldwide and their contribution of thousands
of man-hours of labor, dedication and dollars to
bring back wild sheep from the brink…but there
is still much work to be done. Restoration of wild
sheep populations to desired levels requires
additional translocation of healthy animals,
habitat enhancements, continued disease

research, active management, and advocacy
for appropriate separation of wild sheep from
domestic sheep and goats. Knowledge gained
from millions of WSF dollars directed to disease
research has proven unequivocally that the
primary threat to keeping healthy sheep on the
mountain is ensuring domestic sheep and goats
are separated both spatially and temporally
from wild sheep. WSF is leading the efforts to
protect wild sheep from respiratory bacteria from
domestic sheep and goats while working with the
domestic sheep industry to seek collaborative
solutions to this deadly problem. Dall’s and Stone’s
sheep in northern jurisdictions don’t need the
same level of intervention in terms of transplants
as do bighorns further south; however, “thinhorn
sheep” habitats in the north need to be actively
managed, enhanced, and protected, to ensure
long-term population viability, and to ensure
thinhorn sheep never face disease transmission
concerns from domestic sheep and goats.

BIGHORN SHEEP THEN
ESTIMATED BIGHORN/DESERT BIGHORN
POPULATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES

1960

2016

ESTIMATED BIGHORN/DESERT BIGHORN POPULATIONS
IN ALBERTA, BRITISH COLUMBIA & MEXICO

% INCREASE

Arizona .................................. 3,500.................6,200...................... 77%
California.............................. 2,500.................4,800...................... 92%
Colorado................................ 3,000.................7,350................... 145%
Idaho........................................ 2,800.................3,070...................... 10%
Nebraska..........................Unkown..................... 320...................... ∞ %
Nevada........................... Remnant............. 11,700...................... ∞ %
New Mexico................ Remnant.................2,636...................... ∞ %
North Dakota.................Unkown..................... 330...................... ∞ %
Montana................................ 1,700.................6,450................... 279%
Oregon........................................... 25.................5,000........... 19,900%
South Dakota................Unkown..................... 300...................... ∞ %
Texas................................. Remnant.................1,400...................... ∞ %
Utah.................................. Remnant.................4,600...................... ∞ %
Washington................ Remnant.................1,800...................... ∞ %
Wyoming.............................. 2,000.................6,330................... 217%

& NOW

2016
Alberta...................................... 6,400
British Columbia............... 6,600
Mexico................................... 13,500
•

From their estimated high of nearly 1.5-2 million head prior to
European settlement of the West, bighorn sheep numbers plummeted
for a variety of reasons, reaching their low point in the 1950-60s at
~25,000 in all of North America.

•

Through cooperative efforts by western fish & game agencies and
conservation organizations like the Wild Sheep Foundation and our
network of WSF Chapters & Affiliates, bighorn sheep now number
more than 85,000 in North America.

•

Across North America, current estimates of ALL wild sheep are
170,000 to 190,000, with over 50% being Dall’s and Stone’s sheep in
Alaska, British Columbia, NW Territories, and Yukon Territory.

Sources: Buechner Monograph (1960) and Western Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies (2016 data)
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THE ESTIMATED COST TO TRAP AND
TRANSPLANT ONE BIGHORN SHEEP IS $4,700
Net-Gun Capture:.............................................................................. ~$800
Diagnostic Lab & Disease Sampling:........................ ~$400
GPS Radio Collar:........................................................................ ~$3,500
Total Cost/BHS Transplanted:........................................ ~$4,700

AS DEDICATED CONSERVATIONISTS, WSF ANNUALLY DIRECTS
MORE THAN $4 MILLION ON THE GROUND TO MISSION PROGRAMS
BENEFITING WILD SHEEP, OTHER WILDLIFE AND THEIR HABITAT

I

HOW YOU CAN HELP

n 2013 WSF launched a $25 Million fundraising
campaign - Ensuring the Future of Wild Sheep. This
initiative offers tax and estate planning services, counsel
and advice for major gifts, and giving societies to raise funds
required to ensure the future of the wild sheep resource
by directing even more dollars to wild sheep restoration,
repatriation and conservation. Our vision is to build a series
of funds, with a targeted annual off-take of approximately
4%, allowing WSF to direct an additional $1 million annually
in mission-focused funding. With your help, we can achieve
this vision and goal.
The Marco Polo Society® was established in 2008 as
WSF’s premier giving society recognizing WSF donors
of $100,000 or more. To compliment the Marco Polo
Society and to expand this giving concept to all WSF
members and wild sheep advocates, the Chadwick

Ram Society® (CRS) was created in 2013. CRS offers
five benefactor levels enabling tax-deductible, donordirected gifts from $250 to $5,000 per year to mission
areas of the donor’s desire. Members may also “upgrade”
benefactor levels within the Chadwick Ram Society as well
as to the Marco Polo Society. Testamentary Bequests, Major
Gifts, Gift Annuities, or other charitable-giving instruments are
recognized through WSF’s Legacy Society.
WSF donations can be made to the Wild Sheep
Legacy Foundation (WSLF) Endowment Fund, the WSF
Conservation Fund, or Area of Greatest Need.
Your gift today or including WSF in your estate plans will
help ensure a bright future for wild sheep!

For more information on WSF’s giving societies or to access
available estate planning services, please contact:

Gray N. Thornton, President & CEO
406.404.8751
gthornton@wildsheepfoundation.org

Paige Culver, Development Manager
406.404.8758
pculver@wildsheepfoundation.org

412 Pronghorn Trail . Bozeman, MT USA. 59718
406.404.8750
www.WildSheepFoundation.org
www.facebook.com/WildSheepFoundation

